
 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcement 

Just Futures Mekong Fellowship Program (JFMFP) – 

2026 Call for Fellows 

Regional sustainability through research, collaboration, and dialogue 

Implementing and Financing Community-led Climate Adaptation 

 

Application period: May 11 to June 11, 2026 

Program period: July to August 2026 pre-arrival part-time preparation; September 2026 

to February 2027 fellowship program in Thailand 

Open to applicants from Thailand and China 

The Center for Social Development Studies (CSDS), Faculty of Political Science, 

Chulalongkorn University, is pleased to announce the 2026 call for the Just Futures 

Mekong Fellowship Program (JFMFP). JFMFP is a fellowship program that supports 

emerging sustainability leaders, practitioners, researchers, and communicators to 

address pressing environmental and social challenges through research, collaboration, 

and regional dialogue. 

Building from the first fellowship in 20251, this year’s fellowship is a six-month, cohort-

based program that combines community-based fieldwork, short and purposeful 

Bangkok synthesis blocks, Thai–Chinese pairing, and policy engagement. Fellows will 

work under one shared theme and common research framework, while developing 

field-based sub-projects in collaboration with partner organizations and host 

communities. 

 
1 https://www.csds-chula.org/just-futures-mekong-fellowship  
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The focus of the 2026 cohort is implementing and financing community-led climate 

adaptation in Thailand. It will connect local realities to wider policy, finance, trade, and 

investment dynamics, and support Thailand–China people-to-people collaboration.  

The JFMFP is a partnership with: Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), Sustainable 

Agriculture Foundation Thailand (SAFT), Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF), 

and Towards Organic Asia (TOA). Communities in Trat and Mae Hong Son Provinces are 

collaborators in the fellowship, committed to the co-design and implementation of the 

research, building from their situated knowledge.  

What to expect from the fellowship 

 

• A six-month immersive fellowship for one cohort of 8 fellows: 4 from Thailand 

and 4 from China, working in cross-country pairs.  

• A field-grounded structure, with the majority of time spent in collaborating 

communities. The primary field sites for the 2026 cohort are two villages in Mae 

Hong Son Province and one village in Trat Provinces. Fieldwork is complemented 

by shorter Bangkok blocks for synthesis, training, mentoring, networking, policy 

and public engagement.  

• An eight-week pre-arrival part-time program that includes online language 

preparation, partner and community briefings, early project design, orientation 

to program systems and safeguarding.  

• A learning and collaboration platform built around peer learning, partner 

mentoring, community co-design and cross-cultural exchange.  

• Policy-facing and public-facing outputs, including policy briefs or case studies, 

community return materials, a merged cohort synthesis report, a final public 

event and policy dialogue.  

• Opportunities to present work at selected regional and international conferences 

in Thailand, and to engage with policymakers, international organizations, 

scholars and practitioners.  

• A monthly stipend and costs of accommodation and travel during the fellowship 

in Thailand. 

Proposed thematic frame 

The overarching theme for the 2026 cohort is implementing and financing community-

led climate adaptation. 

Research entry points may include the following, depending upon the experience of the 

selected fellows, and co-design with partners and collaborating communities: 1) include 

biodiversity and restoration evidence; 2) climate-linked livelihood costs, water 

https://climatefinancethai.com/
https://sathai.org/
https://sathai.org/
https://sdfthai.org/
https://towardsorganicasia.com/


management, and adaptation; 3) community data and knowledge systems; 4) policy, 

climate finance pathways, and resource governance; 5) livelihood transition and 

agroecology; 6) collaborative governance and cross-sector partnerships; 7) community 

water management and reducing chemical dependence; and 8) trade, foreign 

investment, supply chains, and investment governance.  

Who should apply 

• Emerging sustainability leaders, practitioners, early-career researchers, 

journalists, communicators, or civil society actors who are committed to 

inclusive and just sustainability work. 

• Applicants with relevant academic, practical, professional, or community-based 

experience related to the fellowship themes. 

• Applicants who are comfortable working across cultures, in partnership with 

communities and civil society organizations, and in a paired Thai–Chinese cohort 

model. 

• Strong English communication skills. Thai language is not required for Chinese 

applicants, but a willingness to engage in language learning is expected. Chinese 

fellows will receive Thai language support before and during the fellowship; 

English support may also be provided to Thai fellows where needed. 

• Applicants who can work independently, in pairs, while also contributing to 

shared cohort learning and collaborative outputs. 

What fellows are expected to produce, with support from the program 

With support from the JFMFP, over the period of the fellowship will produce the 

following: 

• An initial research design, co-prepared with partners and collaborating 

communities, which will then followed over the six month program 

• At least one output per pair that translates community issues into policy-relevant 

evidence 

• A photo essay of the fellowship experience 

• Community return materials in Thai for each primary field site 

• Contributions to a merged cohort synthesis report, public events, and policy 

dialogues 

How to apply 

Please submit your application to justmekongfellowship@gmail.com by June 11, 2026, 

with the subject line “Application JFMFP 2026 – Your Name”. 

● Curriculum Vitae 

mailto:justmekongfellowship@gmail.com


● An appropriate writing sample in English that you have written yourself, for example 

a published report, policy brief or academic paper. Alternatively, you can prepare a 

one page original analysis on ‘How to further Community-led Climate Adaptation in 

Thailand.” 

● A personal statement of no more than 500 words in English explaining why you are 

interested in the fellowship and what you would bring to it 

● A completed application form 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/172kzRkObGzh_pktpYFycqktomuyt2zNP/edit 

● Two names of references (who may be contacted by the program as part of the 

application process) 

 

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to a first-round interview in June 2026. All 

applications will be treated confidentially. Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted. 

For more information, please visit www.csds-chula.org/just-futures-mekong-fellowship 
or contact Patporn Phoothong (program manager): justmekongfellowship@gmail.com 
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